IS    POLAND    LOST?

their men, in most cases without any pay; to them
this was not a method of earning their living, but a
contribution to the struggle for the freedom of
their country.

In the rising of 1863 a large number of women
served in the field. They were distributed among
six different battalions. Henriette Pustowojt was
one of the women who covered herself with glory
by her deeds of valour, which had been immortal-
ized in Polish military and folk songs. The
majority of these women were, of course, employed
in the intelligence service, for liaison between the
individual armies and to spy out the strength and
disposition of the enemy troops. The following
passage is quoted from the diary of a male soldier
in this war of liberation:

* The women in our battalions undertook and
executed even the most dangerous tasks. They
have frequently risked their lives, volunteering
for the most impossible feats and in most cases
succeeding/

The official organ of the Russian War Ministry,
the Russkij Invalid, frankly admitted that the
rebellion was lasting so long only because the
Polish women had a considerable part in it, *In
the most critical moments', wrote the Russian
paper, 'the women found clever solutions and
plans, which were realized by the men/

However, despite the Poles5 terrific efforts, the
rising could not succeed. It was started prema-
turely and in most unfavourable circumstances.
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